Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.014 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.067; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.8.
Related literature
For general background, see : Ziegler et al. (1997) . For related structures, see: Bebout et al. (1998) ; Beck & Sheldrick (2008) ; Matković-Č alogović et al. (2002); Weil (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 8 Comment 5-amino-2, 4, 6-triiodoisophthalic acid is the precursor of the synthesis of a wide range of contrast agents with different amide-bound aliphatic side chains, which modulate their physical and physiological properties (Ziegler et al., 1997) . The crystal structure of this compound was reported very recently (Beck et al., 2008) , however, there is no information about the structural characterization of its metal complexes. In the present study, the synthesis, crystal structures of the catena- (Bebout, et al., 1998) and significantly longer than that in bis(pyridine-N)mercury(II) dichromate(VI)(in which, the average Hg-N distance is 2.101 Å) (Weil, 2001 ).
Experimental 0.27 g (1 mmol) HgCl 2 was dissolved in 10 mL ethanol, 0.54 g (1 mmol) 5-amino-2, 4, 6-triiodoisophthalic acid was dissolved in 10 mL pyridine. To mix two solutions gave slightly brown solution which was stirred at room temperature for 2 h, then filtered. The filtrate was stood for several days until the well formed colorless single crystals were obtained.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined with riding model, with U iso = 1.5U eq for methyl H atoms.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. All H atoms have been omitted.
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